
  



Day 1 
Who Is God? 

It is imperative that you set within yourself a correct definition of precisely who God is, 
because we all through those moments of “Why, God?! Why do I have to go through 
this?!” Knowing who God is and understanding the characteristics that He eternally 
demonstrates is a theological issue that has the power to impact every single area of 
your mortal life. Knowing who God is, according to Scripture, will determine your 
thoughts, your desires, your prayer life, how you talk to people, the choices you make, 
how you worship, and how you process the difficult and devastating events of life. Man 
fell when he lost his right concept of God. If you do not embrace a correct definition of 
who God is, you may fall into depression, bitterness, and sin following the devastation 
of a trial. You may fall into losing hope, losing direction, and perhaps even losing faith if 
you don’t know Him in all of His fullness and goodness.  

The next time you find yourself in the direct path of a searing fire of life, you need to 
recognize who God is and glorify Him as such! Do not refuse to recognize the character 
and goodness of God when the temperature of life is uncomfortably high. 

For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing to be 
wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the 
form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 
Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies 
would be dishonored among them. For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. And 
just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 
mind, to do those things which are not proper. — Romans 1:21–25, 28  

Mankind became confused about what God was actually like. Humanity refused to 
honor God, refused to worship Him, and began to think that God was something that He 
was not. Although mankind falsely believed they were “know-it-alls,” they were actually 
fools when they exchanged the glory of God and imagined that God was like them or no 
different from birds or cows or reptiles. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie. They 
did not know the character of God when it mattered the very most.  

The fire will destroy your life and who God meant for you to be if you are unable or even 
refuse to focus on who God is. Knowing God, declaring God, and worshiping God while 
in the furnace of great affliction is what will transform your life into a trophy of pure 
gold living. If, the next time you find yourself saying, “Why God?! Why do I have to go 
through this?!” your second thought is about the goodness of God and you begin to 
worship Him in spite of the extreme heat of the fire, it may become your very finest 
hour.  

“What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about us.” 
— A. W. Tozer 



Day 2 

God Is Good 

Good and upright is the Lord: therefore He instructs sinners in the way. — Psalm 25:8  

“Good” . . . isn’t that a fairly boring adjective when used to describe God, the Creator of 
the universe? Coffee is good, and so is the weather. Church is good, and that Sunday 
dinner following church was especially good. Children can be good . . . parents are good 
. . . the stock market is rarely good, but ice cream is always good! Some crazy people 
falsely believe that Brussels sprouts are good, but those of us who are sane individuals 
know that chocolate is the very best good!  

“Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, for the Lord is good, for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” — 
Jeremiah 33:11  

Why does the Bible, the most complete and true Book of all time, merely describe God 
as the ever boring but completely useful “good”? God is the most creative genius in all 
of recorded eternity! God gloriously created giraffes, centipedes, canyons, and orchids. 
He designed Niagara Falls and the Sahara Desert. He engineered hyenas and diamonds. 
God is so much more than good! Holy Spirit . . . is that really the very best You could do 
when attempting to describe God in the pages of the Bible?!  

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in 
Him. — Nahum 1:7  

All other superlatives come after “good.” If God is not good, then He is not powerful, 
nor is He faithful. If God is not good, then He could never be our Healer or our Provider. 
If God is not good— all the time— then it is impossible to trust Him or to pray to Him. 
God’s goodness is the source from which His character and His reputation are birthed, 
and all other divine attributes are built upon the foundation of God’s eternal and 
perpetual goodness.  

I said to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good besides You.” — Psalm 16:2  

God is good totally . . . absolutely . . . and unconditionally. There is no bad in God, and 
there never will be anything less than good in Him. God longs to heal you and not to 
hurt you. God’s plan for your life is to mend you and not to break you. God, who is the 
greatest good of all of eternity, desires His absolute best for all of your life every 
moment of your life. He longs for His goodness to seep into the crevices of every day of 
your ordinary but miraculous existence.  

God is the greatest good that exists and is the Source of all lesser goods. Anything good 
that is experienced on Earth was birthed in God’s heart and because of His eternal 
goodness. Creation was spoken into existence because God is good. Music was 
conceived in the good heart of Father God himself. The gift of family was given to 
humanity because God saw that it was not good that man should be alone.  



Day 3 
How Great Is Good 

How great is Your goodness, which You have stored up for those who fear You, which 
You have wrought for those who take refuge in You. — Psalm 31:19  

The phrase “how great is Your goodness” communicates that the Psalmist understands 
that God’s goodness is unable to be measured in human terms. If you were to live as 
long as Methuselah, you would be unable to tap in to all the goodness that God has 
stored up for your singular life.  

There is no measuring tape that is able to fit around the goodness of God, and there is 
no scale that is capable of weighing the immensity of His eternal goodness. There is no 
mathematical equation that is able to determine the amount of God’s perpetual 
goodness.  

When the word “good” or “goodness” is used in the Old Testament Scriptures, it can 
mean a variety of too-good-to- be-true attributes that are found in the nature of God 
himself. “Goodness” can be defined as “wisdom,” “kindness,” “wealth,” “beauty,” and 
“cheerfulness.”  

“Goodness” is also determined to include “intelligence,” “understanding,” “property,” 
“divine glory,” and “welfare.” And if that is not enough, “goodness” also means 
“happiness,” “gladness,” and, quite emphatically, the “best of everything”!  

All of that and more, according to Psalm 31:19, is stored up, or set aside in a heavenly 
holding place for you. In the Hebrew, there are two types of holding places that are 
often referenced in the Bible. One type of holding place is hidden and inaccessible; the 
other type of holding place is one that is easily accessible.  

This life-changing verse, which was meant to introduce you to the goodness of God, says 
that God’s goodness is a holding place that is easily and readily accessible. God’s 
goodness is not locked away and hidden.  

God wants you to find His goodness! God’s desire is that you would tap in to His 
goodness every day of your life! God is generous with His goodness and can’t wait for 
you to benefit from all that He is and all that He has!  

 

 

 

 



Day 4 
He Is Good to ALL! 

The piece of biblical truth that is found in this next passage of Scripture just might make 
some of you mad! You might deal with anger and be tempted to become irate with the 
perceived unfairness of God’s chosen path of goodness. But hang on . . . God has 
something rich to explain to you in the Words of this Scripture.  

The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. The Lord 
is good to all, and His mercies are over all His works. — Psalm 145:8–9  

I am absolutely amazed at the words and the heart of God! Are you?! The Lord is good 
to all! His goodness is aimed at sinners and saints alike. Prostitutes can receive His 
goodness . . . alcoholics can receive His goodness . . . lawyers and the media can receive 
His goodness!  

God is good to rebellious teen-agers and to tax-evaders. Abortionists and sexual 
predators are not exempt from the goodness of God. What kind of God is good to 
people who don’t deserve it?  

I can assure you, if God was only good to those who deserved it, neither you nor I would 
be able to receive from the storehouse that holds God’s kind and generous goodness. 
You and I should be extremely grateful that receiving God’s goodness is not based upon 
merit or performance.  

God’s goodness is based on who He is and not upon who you or I have chosen to be.  

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” — Matthew 5:44–
45  

Rain, in the Word of God, is always symbolic of blessing. 

The words of Jesus that are quoted from the Gospel of Matthew declare that God 
blesses both righteous and unrighteous people. I don’t understand that unconditional 
part of the character of God, but I am thankful for it. There are many issues and aspects 
that our human minds are incapable of understanding concerning the nature of God. His 
compulsion to share His goodness with sinners is one of the incomprehensible truths of 
God’s eternally giving heart.  

You and I, and all of God’s creation, should rejoice in the promise that one does not 
need to earn God’s goodness in order to receive it from the Author of goodness. He is 
good. He is generous. He gives when I don’t deserve it. And that is what makes Him 
infinitely, perpetually, boundlessly, and altogether good! 



Day 5 
Good Verses Evil 

Even knowing that God is eternally good and that He holds the final authority on every 
event that is allowed to touch our lives, we still wonder why evil is such a relentless 
component of life on Earth. It is hard to wrap finite, human minds around the 
juxtaposition of God’s goodness, man’s sinful nature, and the enemy’s evil schemes. 
While theologians from every historical juncture have endeavored to explain the 
dilemma of good versus evil, there may be issues that are unanswerable this side of 
eternity. That is why it is imperative to default to the fact that God is eternally, 
perpetually, and generously good whenever one is confronted with evil.  

The fact remains, however, that evil exists and has set many horrific fires for those who 
live for Christ this side of eternity. Evil is opposition to God and to His plan, and it is 
utterly and completely dissimilar to all that He is. God never shows compliance or 
tolerance for evil. There is not one drop of evil in God . . . not one cell . . . and not one 
atom.  

Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness. — Habakkuk 1:13  

God has no evil in Him, and He will never change to accommodate evil or sin. His plans 
are for good and not for evil. His heart abounds with the goodness of Heaven, and He 
sits on His throne in anticipation of sharing all that He is and all that He has with His 
children.  

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted 
by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. Every good thing given and every perfect gift is 
from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shifting shadow. — James 1:13, 17  

Your God is a perpetual goodness machine! He never stops being or doing good because 
He knows of no other way to be than completely, utterly, and eternally good! If God’s 
goodness was stunted or even paused by our compromising behavior, then He would 
not be totally good and would at least have some “neutral” in Him. However, because 
His goodness is never determined by our behavior, it is impossible for God to ever be 
anything but unconditionally good.  

“I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to do 
them good.” — Jeremiah 32:40  

The words of God to the prophet Jeremiah confirm that He has no intention of ever 
being anything but good. God has made a covenant with His children that He is 
continually following them with His goodness. I don’t know anyone else like this! God’s 
goodness is chasing you down regardless of your past or your sinful choices! God’s 
goodness will not leave you alone today or tomorrow. It is His unalterable promise to 
you. 



Day 6 
A Greater Good 

Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me 
from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to 
torment me—to keep me from exalting myself! Concerning this I implored the Lord 
three times that it might leave me. And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast 
about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am 
well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with 
difficulties, for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong. — 2 Corinthians 
12:7–10  

Paul, the man who knew Christ in His fullness and in His power, identified the source of 
his “thorn in the flesh” in these familiar verses. Paul declared that his thorn in the flesh 
was a messenger of Satan.  

Although the greatest torment of Paul’s life was sent from the devil himself, God used it 
to teach Paul a deeper dependency on the character and goodness of God.  

God is easily able to use the ploys of the enemy for a greater good and purpose in the 
lives of His children.  

Paul begged God at least three times to take away the unknown “thorn in the flesh,” but 
as far as we know, it was never removed from Paul’s life.  

However, God used it to reveal His grace in Paul’s weakness. Although Paul was not 
healed in the natural, he experienced the power of the living  

I firmly believe that God still heals today just like He did in the gospels and in the Book 
of Acts. When God heals a person physically, He is revealing His goodness and His will.  

However, always remember that the goodness of God is revealed in a multitude of 
ways, and healing is only one of those miraculous ways.  

Strength and power are God’s goodness revealed in difficult situations and 
circumstances; patience and wisdom are also the strong evidence of God’s goodness in 
a person’s life.  

 

 

 

 



Day 7 
It’s all about Jesus! 

The good that God is working from the painful and crushing events of your life is the 
good that He is working in you. God is placing His glory in your life and is leaving a 
deposit of all that He is inside of you. We have erroneously assumed that “good” is what 
replaces “bad” with circumstances, such as health, happiness, and pleasure. However, 
God defines “good” as what makes you and I more like Jesus. 

For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His 
Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren. — Romans 8:29 

God uses suffering to make human beings more like Jesus! God is well able to take what 
is perceived as bitter by itself and turn it into a revolutionary force in one’s life that 
transforms anyone into possessing the character of Jesus. God delights in taking the 
things that have roared painfully through your life with the force of a hurricane and use 
those exact events to make you think and act and emote like Jesus. God’s plan trumps 
the devastation of the enemy every single time.  

Oftentimes, God delivers His children out of suffering and tragedy, but He always 
protects us by shielding us with His goodness. I know a young bride whose husband died 
due to a rare form of cancer, and she is so grateful for the woman that she has become 
today, nearly two decades later. This is the testimony of her life: “I wish that I still had 
my husband here with me, but I would never trade what I have learned and how I have 
grown through this experience in life. Losing my husband at an early age forced me to 
create an intimacy with the Lord that I never before imagined. How I wish that I could 
have learned and grown and known God like I do today and yet still have my husband by 
my side!”  

The testimony of this young widow captures my heart completely. I wish that I could 
have experienced the good that God brought through my pain without having to walk 
through the suffering and tragedy to achieve the good.  

Everything that comes into your life is filtered through the Father’s ultimate goodness. 
You can rest assured that nothing will touch your life that He does not allow and that He 
will not work for your good. Only a good, all-powerful God is able to take what is 
incredibly bad and miraculously turn it into something incredibly good. Every tragic 
event and disappointing experience that a believer goes through this side of Heaven 
should have one purpose and one purpose alone: to make each one of us more like 
Jesus.  

If a greater good can take place by God allowing you to walk through something rather 
than being detoured around it, God goes for the greater good—to make you more like 
Jesus.  



Day 8 
The Process 

Life at its finest is a process. It is a process of trials and blessings . . . of challenges and 
tests . . . of pain and delight. Life is a process of the “Why, God?! Why do I have to go 
through this?” days we all will experience. 

God is using the process of life to turn you into something more beautiful than you 
could ever be without the process of life. God uses this process to turn a man or a 
woman into a productive member of the Kingdom of God. God needs you!  

His plan is to use you, and He is unable to use you when you stubbornly remain in the 
beginning stages of the process. God’s process will always refine and define a child who 
is willing to be turned into someone usable for Christ and His Kingdom.  

As twenty-first-century Western believers, we have embraced words such as productive, 
and purpose, and prosperous. However, all three of those “powerful” words are 
dependent upon God’s “process” in the life of a Christian.  

Often, the process that God takes one of His children through involves fire. Not one of 
us enjoys the fire, and all of us may scream and wiggle and complain in order to avoid 
the fires of life.  

However, even in the fire, God is refining, defining, and preparing each one of us for 
purpose in His unshakable Kingdom! There is a way to go through the fire and not even 
have the residue of smoke rest upon us. There is a way to be in the fire but not of the 
fire!  

I must admit, I have experienced a fire or two in my lifetime, and often I have indeed 
come out smelling like smoke. After spending time in the “furnace of great affliction,” 
often I come out as a charred remnant of my former self. But that is because when I was 
in the fire I was determined to have my own way and not God’s way.  

I have painfully discovered that when you go through any fire in life guided by the 
principles found only in the Word of God, you will be able to encounter the hottest 
flames that life has to offer and still not smell like smoke!  

But now, thus says the Lord, your Creator, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Israel, 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are Mine! When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they will not 
overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will the 
flame burn you.” — Isaiah 43:1–2  

 

 



Day 9 
Time in the Wilderness 

The children of Israel had been under bondage for four hundred years as slaves, and 
they had endured cruel and heartless conditions under Egyptian rule. God was about to 
do a great work in their midst through a man by the name of Moses. Moses was a man 
of impatience and anger; he had killed an Egyptian who had been beating one of the 
Hebrew slaves. Because his impetuous temper had led him to murder, Moses then 
spent forty years in the wilderness hiding from Pharaoh and tending his father-in-law’s 
sheep.  

A wilderness experience has the capacity to devalue a human in his own estimation; a 
wilderness experience also holds the ability to incite the fictional notion that God is 
unable to use a person who is a wilderness-dweller. Years of life under arid, barren 
conditions can rob a man or a woman of valued self-esteem and of the ability to dream.  

If your wilderness has destroyed your hope and joy, perhaps it is time for you to dream 
again. Perhaps it is time for you to meet your God in a fire.  

So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them. — Exodus 2:24–25  

If the wilderness has been your spiritual address for far too long, this is an exciting 
Scripture for you! God heard . . . God remembered . . . God saw . . . God took notice! 
Because we serve a God who never changes, you can be sure that God has heard your 
particular groaning and prayers . . . God has not forgotten His promises to you . . . God 
sees what you are going through . . . and God has taken notice of your individual life.  

When you mistakenly believe and outrageously feel that you are a victim of your 
circumstances and believe that you have been a wilderness-dweller far too long, always 
remember that you serve a God who listens . . . He remembers . . . He sees. . . and He is 
taking note of the things that concern you!  

Whenever God is preparing to do a great work through a man or woman at their 
moment in history, often they must spend some time in the wilderness in order to 
refine their perception of who God is. An encounter with the Silversmith and with the 
fire is usually an important stop in the wilderness journey. The Silversmith longs to get 
your attention, even while in the waste places of life, and His only motive in visiting the 
fire with you is to rid you of impurities and to see His reflection in your significant life.  

The Silversmith who is holding you up for inspection has heard your cries, He 
remembers His promises to you, He sees what you have been through, and He has taken 
notice of your precious life! The transformation of time spent in the fire always prepares 
a vessel of the Lord for a greater work. 



Day 10 
Beige Sand and Graying Rocks 

Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led 
the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. — 
Exodus 3:1  

Moses was in his comfortable yet boring rut this day of his wilderness life. There was 
nothing new to discuss or to think about day after meaningless day. Moses had lived in 
the wilderness for just under forty years, and his life had taken on the colorless 
existence of the beige sand and the graying rocks. Moses had lived for 14,600 days with 
sheep dung between his formerly royal toes, hearing stupid sheep bleats relentlessly in 
stereo, and having sheep drool on his not-so-princely robes. Living in the wilderness and 
taking care of sheep that didn’t even belong to him was some ending for a boy raised in 
the palace. Day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year of 
looking at sheep’s behinds.  

The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he 
looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed. — Exodus 
3:2  

Moses, this man of the palace and of the wilderness, perceived that a bush was on fire, 
but that it was not being decimated. There was no charring or pieces falling off the 
burning bush, but only bright, green leaves in the midst of the vibrant, brilliant fire. The 
bush was not dry or brittle, nor was it ashy or black, but it was glowing with flames and 
with the promise of spring.  

So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not 
burned up.” — Exodus 3:3  

Moses turned off the path that he was on in order to investigate this amazing scene in 
the otherwise ordinary desert. The marvelous sight captured his attention in a way that 
perhaps nothing had for nearly forty years.  

Things do not “just” happen in life, because we do not live as victims of a random 
universe where no one is left in charge and the inhabitants thereof are left to fate. 
There is a God-arranged plan for this world of ours that includes a specific and God-
ordained plan for your life even while you hang out in the wilderness. It was not by 
accident that Moses came upon this burning bush, because God had chosen this 
particular spot on this particular day to set on fire this particular bush to capture the 
attention of this particular man.  

Through every ordinary day and every mundane moment there is a God who is 
constantly seeking to capture your attention. God wants you out of your rut and out of 
your wilderness; if it takes a fire to capture your attention, then God will use that fire to 
speak clearly to you. 



Day 11 
The Refiner’s Fire 

Unfortunately, there are times when the Refiner’s fire is of no avail, and when we, His 
children, resist the refining process of God. There are times in life, because of our 
resistance, when the fire reveals our ugliness rather than our beauty. Instead of allowing 
the fire to do its refining work in our lives, we hang on to anger, selfishness, pride, and 
opinions, and we refuse to let those impurities be released from our lives.  

The bellows blow fiercely, the lead is consumed by the fire; in vain the refining goes on, but 
the wicked are not separated. They call them rejected silver, because the Lord has rejected 
them. — Jeremiah 6:29–30  

The prophet Jeremiah recounts the troubling biography of one who resists the Refiner’s 
fire. The fire burns on and on, but the dross and imperfections are never released and 
removed. The Smith is never able to see His reflection in the piece of metal that has 
resisted its potential to become anything of value.  

Instead, this particular piece of metal has stubbornly hung on to and clung to that which 
cheapens it, regardless of the intensity of the heat. This stubborn piece of silver, 
referenced by the prophet Jeremiah, by necessity, is rejected for use by the refiner 
because it is impure, unusable, and unattractive. God, as the Master Refiner, allows a 
piece of silver or gold to be placed in the fire time after time, and when the dross is 
stubbornly held on to, the refining process continues in vain. 

This story, found in Jeremiah, has a tragic ending. This obstinate and impure piece of 
silver has been set aside because it insisted on hanging on to its weaknesses. Oh, how I 
don’t want to be set aside by God! I want God to be able to use me every day in every 
possible way! I want less of me and less impurities in my life! I want more of Him to 
replace all that was me and all of my weaknesses, both visible and invisible. There is no 
more tragic and horrifying phrase than for a Christian to hear from the Father’s heart, I 
simply am unable to use you. You have refused to let go of that which weakens you.  

The Refiner’s fire is able to miraculously transform worthless junk into a commodity that 
possesses the value of pure gold to God who first created the precious substance. The 
recycling process of God always takes place under relentless pressure and is 
accompanied by searing heat while the fire is tended by the Refiner Himself. He takes 
the natural issues of our lives, touches them with His “super,” and we miraculously 
become “supernatural.” A miracle takes place while in the fire: We become like Him! 
We reflect His brilliant glory! He sees Himself in you and in me! And then, He is able to 
use us to build His sanctuary.  

“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and 
He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them and be their 
God.’” — Revelation 21:3  



Day 12 

God’s Address 

Your life was created to be God’s own dwelling place. He no longer frustratingly appears 
sporadically in a temple made of bricks and mortar as He did during the days of the Old 
Testament, but He lives eternally in the hearts and lives of His children. God is deeply 
concerned about the place where He lives, and the materials with which He builds His 
temple are of utmost importance to Him.  

Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? — 1 
Corinthians 3:16 

Your life is the earthly address where God lives, and He is genuinely concerned about 
the condition of His home. Your life should be a home fit for the grandest of all kings, 
because that is who He is and your life is where He has chosen to live. Rest assured that 
God is not on a search for a prestigious and impressive address, nor is He on the hunt 
for the trappings of creature comforts.  

However, God is passionately and thoroughly inspecting our human lives in order to 
discover purity and cleanliness. God is not looking for human talents, expensive 
furnishings, or exquisite accouterments, but He is diligently scouting for hearts of pure 
gold.  

But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” — 1 Samuel 16:7 

If you mistakenly believe that your gifts, talents, or abilities are the most valuable 
prerequisites that enable you to live a life of pure gold, perhaps you should think again. 
If you hope that your achievements, awards, or bank accounts give your life pure-gold 
status, perhaps you should consider again. If you falsely imagine that your weight, 
marital status, or academic degrees determine the extent of your pure-gold validity, my 
friend, ponder again!  

For a man or a woman to live a life of pure gold, it entails an inner work that only the 
Father is able to accomplish. Knowing that your life is the actual dwelling place of God, 
you must allow Him to do His deep remodeling in your life.  

The sanctuary that is described in the Old Testament is a prophetic look at the 
components and priorities that are valued in the New Testament sanctuary or temple. 
The Old Testament sanctuary is meant to be a foreshadowing of all that you are able to 
become in Him. What a grand possibility! It is vital to study the Old Testament 
tabernacle and then to apply the principles found in that study to the lives that you and 
I are living today. It has always been among the chief concerns of God the Father that 
His children build and therefore provide a suitable house for His glorious presence.  



Day 13 
The Grace Place 

The mercy seat was located in the Ark of the Covenant, which was the most holy place 
in the entire tabernacle. The beloved term mercy seat means “the seat of grace,” or 
“the location of grace.” When defined by itself, the word mercy specifically means 
“thing of wiping out, thing of cleaning, to cover over.” The mercy seat was the place 
where the sin of the people was wiped out and where the blood of the sacrifice covered 
the sin. The mercy seat, located in the Holy of Holies, was the place where the blood of 
a lamb was sprinkled in the presence of Yahweh. 

The beautiful and glorious mercy seat was where the highest and most perfect act of 
atonement took place for all mankind. The mercy seat was one of two pieces of 
furniture in the tabernacle that God required to be made of pure gold.  

If you long to live a pure-gold life, and if your heart’s desire is to offer God a vibrant and 
strong dwelling place, you must encounter the mercy seat of God. Pure gold is only 
extracted from pure gold; your life will never be a pure-gold dwelling place until you 
extract the pure-gold attributes from the place of mercy. This is a place where sins are 
forgiven and where the blood of a Lamb covers all of your human shortcomings. As New 
Covenant believers, pure gold is only extracted from the blood of Calvary. The sprinkling 
of the blood of the Lamb is what miraculously turns your life into a pure-gold existence. 
It may not make physical or chemical sense, but the theological truth is found in this 
equation:  

RED (blood of Jesus) + BLACK (your sins) = PURE GOLD  

It is impossible for a man or woman to offer to God a pure-gold life merely by being 
religious, by doing good works, or by putting on a good front. All of those offerings are 
mere fool’s gold, and God is definitely smart enough to discern the difference! There is 
an endless list of pieces of fool’s gold that mankind has tried to offer to God in place of 
pure gold; perhaps you have tried it some of them yourself. Have you tried to impress 
God with wealth, education, travel, social work, or piety? You are His dwelling place, 
and it is vital that you throw away the fool’s gold and replace it with pure gold. The only 
place where you can attain pure gold is by encountering the mercy seat of the Lamb.  

The glory of the birthplace of pure gold is discovered when a man or woman who 
encounters the mercy seat of the Lamb, then becomes a seat of mercy for the cause of 
Jesus Christ! As Christ has forgiven you, you are now able to forgive others! Your life, in 
the deepest and most holy part, is a place where love covers and forgives. People are 
safe and forgiven in the place of grace that is offered by your life because you have 
determined to be a pure-gold furnishing in the Temple of God.  

Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins. 
— 1 Peter 4:8  



Day 14 

To Infinity and Beyond 

Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I 
forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 
up to seventy times seven.” — Matthew 18:21–22 

The speak-before-you-think Peter was in the habit of impressing people with his great 
ideas and know-it-all opinions. When he came to Jesus this day, he thought that he had 
come up with a perfect solution to this challenge of forgiving others. It was a well-
established fact that “seven” was the perfect number, and therefore Peter knew that 
forgiving someone seven times would show a perfect heart. But Jesus wasn’t impressed. 
He is rarely impressed with our human suggestions or opinions.  

Jesus was not suggesting that it was in Peter’s best interest to forgive someone 490 
heartfelt times. The phrase “seventy times seven” did not equal 490, but it literally 
meant “times without number.” Jesus told Peter-the-Pompous that no matter how 
many times you have forgiven someone, you should do it one more time. Peter was 
being challenged, by the Lord of the universe, to forgive times without number. There is 
no ordinal number that would satisfy the quotient that Christ requires. Christ is speaking 
to your heart today with words of blessing and encouragement: “It is time for you to 
forgive to infinity and beyond!”  

I believe that the Lord actually allows difficult people into our lives for a reason: It is part 
of the defining and refining fire that allows an individual to become pure gold. Christ will 
never leave you in the pure-gold process, nor will He expect you to do anything that He 
Himself has not already done. Jesus will carefully watch you as the impurities are burned 
out of your life, while you are in the fire that has been ignited by difficult people. His 
goal is to see Himself in you. Your goal is to respond like He would respond. What a 
beautiful and powerful process this fire has initiated!  

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” — Matthew 5:44–45 

When you choose to forgive a demanding and contentious person, you are acting just 
like your Dad, and you will be recognized as a son or daughter of the greatest Forgiver of 
all eternity! Your life is now defined by the lovely promise that you have become a grace 
place of pure-gold value.  

Why is it that we seem to place great value on stating opinions, demanding our own 
way, and trampling over other people’s feelings? The value system of Earth and the 
value system of Heaven are mutually exclusive. Heaven’s repository is a place where 
pure-gold decisions are made based upon grace. Will you value what Heaven values? Or 
will you stubbornly hold on to the cheap fool’s gold of Earth? It’s up to you. 



Day 15 
Afraid of the Dark 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? — Psalm 27:1 

Generally the things that we are afraid of, we are afraid of in the dark. When the light 
chases out the dark, the fear readily disappears, as well. The Lord has continually given 
His light for every situation on Earth; therefore there is absolutely no reason to be afraid 
and there is absolutely nothing to fear. Dealing with fear is an issue of pure-gold 
importance and value.  

In order to become the pure-gold lampstand in the house of the Lord, you must allow 
the Lord to help you overcome your fear and be in perpetual remembrance that the 
Lord is your light. If fear has paralyzed your life and stolen your ability to move ahead 
with your plans and dreams, remember that it is the Lord who lights your way, one 
golden step at a time.  

But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, that shines brighter and brighter 
until the full day. — Proverbs 4:18  

Just as the mercy seat was a foreshadowing of the work and Person of Jesus Christ, the 
same prophetic personification is evident in the pure-gold lampstand.  

“While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.” — John 9:5  

The presence of Jesus Christ assured the world, which was darkened by sin and failure, 
that never again would people walk in darkness. Jesus shines brighter than the sun, the 
moon, and the stars, and He is well able to rid your life of darkness and of fear. He came 
so that darkness would no longer cause you to fall or walk in fear.  

The people who walk in darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, 
the light will shine on them. — Isaiah 9:2  

Light changes everything for a people who have only known bleak, black darkness. No 
longer are we a people who are horrified by what might be lurking around the next 
corner or petrified by the inky black of living a life of sin, but we have experienced the 
God who declared over the universe, “Let there be light!”  

“I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, in paths they do not know I will guide 
them. I will make darkness into light before them and rugged places into plains. These 
are the things I will do, and I will not leave them undone.” — Isaiah 42:16  

His divine presence, which always includes light, changes everything for you! Darkness is 
incapable of cloaking decisions, purpose, or destiny. God has promised to shine His light 
on every dark area that attempts to swallow your life; He has promised not to leave this 
promise of light and destiny undone in your life.  



Day 16 
Be the Light 

The question remains, “Are you shining or not?” Are you grumpy and impatient with 
those whose lives intersect with your life, or are the majority of your words spoken with 
patience and love? If there is one thing that is true about light, it is that it attracts bugs!  

There are thousands of “bugs” out there who need your light and will come running 
toward you when you simply turn your light up a notch. There are fearful people who 
have only known darkness in their lives who need your light to show them the way. 

Light is a visible substance, and your faith should be visible, as well! It is a pure-gold 
issue of maximum priority that your light is burning at full strength and is properly cared 
for. Do you share your faith freely and often? Or have you hidden your faith and your 
testimony under a bushel of embarrassment? You must shine! You simply must!  

We are now the priests who have been assigned the immense responsibility of ensuring 
that the light in the tabernacle, which is us, burns day and night without ceasing or 
without sputtering.  

Encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today.” — Hebrews 
3:13  

The lampstand in the New Testament temple is a lamp of encouragement and hope. It is 
a light of kindness and patience. Its light is a source of testimony and power.  

As God’s people who are alive at this strategic moment in history, we have become the 
beautiful and intricate lampstand that sheds His light into dark and lonely places.  

As believers, we must be diligent and vigilant to ensure that our lives shine with His light 
and that it never fades regardless of the darkness surrounding us in this world.  

And He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the 
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. — Revelation 1:6  

You have been given a job assignment by God the Father; your job is to act as a priest 
who forever presides over the light in His temple.  

God’s house was never meant to be a place of darkness, murky living, or gloom, but 
because we are living on Earth as the representation of the tabernacle of His presence, 
the light of His presence should never subside or fade.  

Know your job and then do it! Shine as a vibrant demonstration of all that He has called 
you to be in Him!  

 



Day 17 
Fasting Gets God’s Attention 

 “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic and is very ill; for he often falls into the fire 
and often into the water. I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.” — 
Matthew 17:15–16  

Jesus knew that this boy could be cured and that His disciples needed to be taught an 
important lesson. Jesus simply rebuked the demon, and it immediately came out of the 
boy. The disciples were puzzled, and after the crowd had drifted away, they privately 
asked Jesus why they were unable to drive out the demonic spirit from the boy.  

And He said to them, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have 
faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and 
it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you. [But this kind does not go out except by 
prayer and fasting.]” — Matthew 17:20–21 

Jesus knew that His disciples needed to understand the fact that fasting was the key to 
impossible situations. If you, like this desperate father, are facing an outrageously 
difficult circumstance, perhaps, like the disciples, you need to learn the value of the fast. 

In a typical fast, a person generally will eliminate all foods for a given period of time, but 
will continue to drink large amounts of water. Some people choose to eliminate solid 
food, but they will continue to drink broth and juice. Novice fasters find it more feasible 
to initially eliminate only a food group, such as caffeine, sugar, or carbonated drinks. 
Some people choose to fast from television or from electronics. If you are pregnant or 
have a serious medical condition, never go without food without a doctor’s oversight.  

The Daniel Fast, which is what I often commit to, eliminates meat, breads, and sweets. 
When Daniel chose to eat in this manner, his prayer was answered by the visitation of 
an angel and a breakthrough from Heaven. Fasting is always noticed by our Father, who 
sits on the throne. I believe that often He is waiting for me to show Him how serious I 
am concerning a breakthrough in my life by making the choice to fast.  

Even Jesus, the most powerful and authoritative Man to ever live, chose to fast when He 
was in the wilderness of life. The choice of Jesus to fast at the beginning of His ministry 
established His position as more powerful than Satan.  

If you are facing the fire right now, you need to fast. If you are in the wilderness today, 
you need to fast. If your world is falling apart, you need to fast. If you are battling with 
Satan, you need to fast. If your life is being threatened by disease, you need to fast. If 
you want breakthrough and promotion in your life, you need to fast!  

Not only do the long-term effects of fasting set you in your God-ordained destiny, but 
fasting also has the miraculous power to lower the temperature of the fire.  



Day 18 
On My Knees 

It was the last night that Jesus would ever live in freedom on the soil of Earth. He knew 
what was ahead of Him, and so He went to Gethsemane to pray. Peter, James, and John 
were the only disciples with Him this riveting evening, and He asked this trio of close 
friends to pray with Him and to pray for Him. Jesus desperately needed the prayer 
support of His three very best friends. 

Jesus walked over to a solitary location in the Garden of Gethsemane and fell on His face 
before the Father, crying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not 
as I will, but as You will” (Matthew 26:39).  

Jesus went back to His friends and found them sleeping during His deepest and darkest 
hour of need. Jesus looked at Peter, the one who had walked on water, and said, “Peter, 
could you not even stay awake for one hour and pray with Me?” 

Jesus returned to the quiet place where He could pray without hearing the snores of his 
companions, and when He returned to where they were, once again, they were sound 
asleep. Jesus woke them up and begged them to please pray for Him.  

Jesus then walked a distance away for the third time, and when He returned to those 
whom He loved, He found them asleep. These men who had seen Him feed the five 
thousand, raise Lazarus from the dead, turn water into wine, and calm an angry and 
violent storm were unable to keep their eyes open when Jesus needed them the most.  

It has always been interesting to me that in the Book of Matthew, only Peter’s name is 
mentioned in this familiar and vital account of the time that Jesus spent in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Jesus specifically asked Peter to stay awake and to pray at three different 
times. Peter fell asleep three times and thus did not pray for Jesus. Peter mistakenly 
believed that he needed sleep more than he needed to pray.  

Peter also denied Jesus three times. I wonder if Peter would have had the strength to 
faithfully witness for Jesus rather than deny Him if Peter had prayed rather than slept. 
Peter fell asleep three times . . . and Peter denied Jesus three times.  

I wonder what I have sacrificed on the altar of sleep, or ego, or preference, when I 
should have been praying. I wonder if your life, or if my life would have turned out 
differently if we had prayed rather than slept, if we had prayed rather than watched TV, 
if we had prayed rather than shopped, if we had prayed rather than eaten, or if we had 
prayed rather than whined.  

The story of Peter ricochets through the centuries and lands directly in our hands and in 
our hearts. We must pray so that we will remain strong and deeply committed to Christ 
in every challenge and temptation that comes our way.  



Day 19 
Pray at all Times 

“Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and 
does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be 
granted him. Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you 
have received them, and they will be granted you.” — Mark 11:23–24  

When a flame-throwing, lava-spitting mountain stands in your way, this passage from 
the Gospel of Mark reveals the strategy that is needful. First of all, talk to the mountain! 
Tell the mountain to move and to be cast into the sea.  

However, talking to a mountain is not enough, because you must make sure that there 
is no doubt in your heart when you begin to boss mountains around! The words that 
you speak must be birthed from a place of absolute trust and faith. As you stare down 
that gargantuan and immovable mountain and begin to tell the mountain where to go, I 
have found that the most powerful declarations I can make are found in the Word of 
God.  

 “No weapon that is formed against me shall prosper.” (see Isaiah 54:17)  

 “And my God shall supply all of my needs according to His riches in glory.” (see 
Philippians 4:19)  

 “He pardons all my iniquities, He heals all my diseases.” (see Psalm 103:3)  

 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose. — Romans 8:28  

The most powerful words you will ever speak to a mountain are the words found in 
Scripture. God, whose words caused the great rocks of mountains to tower over valleys 
and the plains, still has the authority in His Word to determine the location of 
mountains.  

“Therefore, I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have received 
them, and they will be granted you.” — Mark 11:24  

Prayer is simply a conversation between a person and God; it is a heartfelt exchange 
between a child and his or her Father. Prayer is, if nothing else, a conversation where a 
miracle is birthed. The potential power that is unleashed in prayer is most often 
experienced when the child repeats back to the Father the promises of His own heart. 
Prayer, then, becomes the same verbiage that was used in speaking to mountains. 

 “Father, You promised that I can do all things because You have given me Your 
strength.”  

 “Father, Your Word says that it is not Your will that one should perish, so I ask You to 
save my son, in Jesus’ name.”  

 “Father, thank You for promising that You would never leave me nor forsake me.”  

 



Day 20 
Living by the Word 

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that 
to you? Even sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. But love your 
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, 
and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” — Luke 6:32–36  

As men and women of God, it is of utmost importance that our standard of living and 
rules of behavior are in submission to the principles found in the Bible. The world and its 
counsel are worthless in the life of someone who honors Jesus Christ. When dealing 
with difficult people and fractious relationships, continually remind yourself that the 
Word is true and the world is incorrect.  

There is not a person who has ever lived who has a better idea than the Bible or who is 
able to contribute advice to the Lord. If the family of God sincerely put into practice the 
counsel of the wisdom of God, there would be far fewer dysfunctional families, divorces, 
and Hatfield versus McCoy–type battles!  

The truth is that all families are dysfunctional in some manner; however, functional 
families handle their dysfunction in a functional and healing manner.  

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; and do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned; pardon, and you will be pardoned. Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour 
into your lap a good measure— pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by your 
standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” — Luke 6:37–38  

These verses apply directly to our relationships with the most difficult and belligerent 
people in life. Often we have singularly used these verses from Luke as specifically 
applying to finances. However, when read in the context of what Jesus was teaching, it 
becomes obviously apparent that the primary meaning of these words was meant to be 
applied to relationships with those who are fractious and disagreeable.  

This is a promise found nestled in the words of the New Testament: When a believer 
refuses to judge, others will find it nearly impossible to judge the life that guile-free 
believer! When a Christian refuses to condemn others, it will be extremely difficult to 
find a reason or a source of condemnation in that pure Christian’s life! When a man or a 
woman determines to be the first to forgive, forgiveness will easily be given to them.  

Not only will this powerful believer be free from the pain of others’ judgment, 
condemnation, and bitterness, but this extraordinary Christian will be given a blessing 
that is unable to be measured or controlled!  



Day 21 
A Deadly Weapon 

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. — 
Ephesians 6:17  

When Paul penned these words by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he was well-
acquainted with the several different types of weapons of warfare that Roman soldiers 
employed. Paul did not use general words in his verbiage, but he described a very 
specific type of sword.  

The gladius sword was an extremely heavy sword with an unusually long blade, and it 
was the most beautiful of all of the Roman swords. However, the gladius sword was also 
known to be cumbersome and awkward and was known as a two-handed sword due to 
the fact that a Roman soldier had to use two hands to swing it. The gladius sword was 
sharpened only on one side, with the opposing side being only blunt and dull. However, 
the gladius is not the sword that Paul refers to in Ephesians 6:17. 

Machaira is the specific type of sword that Paul is referencing in this verse in Ephesians. 
The machaira sword was a brutal weapon of murder, about nineteen inches long. Both 
sides of the blade were razor-sharp, and this particular sword was more dangerous and 
lethal than all other swords that a Roman soldier might have in his employ. The tip of 
the machaira sword turned upward, with an extremely sharp and deadly point. The 
machaira sword inflicted the very worst type of wound, which was often lethal. When a 
Roman soldier had the opportunity to thrust a machaira sword into the gut of an enemy 
soldier, he would hold the sword very tightly with both hands and then give it a 
wrenching twist inside the enemy’s stomach. The entrails of his enemy spilled out as the 
valiant Roman soldier yanked the machaira from the enemy’s torso.  

Before you gulp in revulsion and cry out, “Too much information! Why did I need to 
know that?” let me explain. This description of the capability of the machaira sword is 
exactly what the Bible says the Word of God is able to do when used against the enemy. 
The machaira sword was the most dangerous of all known swords, and the Bible is the 
most lethal force one can ever utilize against the forces of the enemy. The dreaded 
machaira sword was intended not only to kill an opponent in battle but to completely 
rip an enemy’s internal organs to shreds making sure they didn’t survive. 

Paul was declaring that God has provided a weapon that is brutal and murderous when 
used against the enemy. This singular weapon, the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God, will absolutely rip your enemy to shreds! The machaira sword inevitably 
left an enemy lying on the ground in a puddle of blood, never to get up again. The Holy 
Spirit, through the writings of Paul, instructs that the Word of God is like the deadly 
machaira sword; it will do terrible and final damage to the enemy aggressor who lives to 
set fires in your life. 



Day 22 
Job Descriptions 

Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the 
proper time. —1 Peter 5:6  

It is very clear, from the words of Peter in this verse, who has been assigned the job of 
“humbling yourselves” and who has been assigned the job of “exalting”. If you do the 
humbling, I can guarantee you that God will exalt you at the proper time. The problem 
with this verse is that many of us acquire spiritual dyslexia when reading these 
particular job descriptions. We are guilty of confusing the job assignments, and we 
unfortunately take on the job description of God in our own lives.  

We erroneously think that it is a brilliant idea to exalt self and thereby choose to brag, 
defend, exaggerate, and pontificate. Satan loves it when he is able to have a human 
being attempt to participate in self-exalting because that is exactly what the deceiver of 
the brethren does best. God exalts, my friend, and you have been assigned the very real 
task of humbling yourself. When you foolishly attempt to exalt yourself, it becomes a 
painful and dangerous choice.  

When dealing with the fires that have been cruelly set by the mouths and choices of 
others, exalting yourself does not cool the heat of the fire at all. Exalting yourself will 
only make the fire exponentially hotter and hotter. As the children of God, we are 
instructed to do the humbling of ourselves and then allow God to do the exalting.  

Humbling yourself means to submit yourself in a lowly spirit to the power and the will of 
God. This is a conscious act of your will and not a knee-jerk reaction to the fires of life. 
This powerful and godly choice, to humble yourself, does not come naturally to our 
human flesh. However, joyfully submitting yourself to His care and protection is perhaps 
the most powerful choice that a believer is able to embrace. The simple truth can be 
found in the rich answer to this question: Who can take care of you better? You? Or 
God?  

God will reverse your past misfortunes, give you triumph over your oppressors, and 
allow you to participate in Christ’s glory when you do the humbling! All of this will 
happen in God’s proper timetable and not in your microwave minute. When we have 
wisely chosen to humble ourselves, and then when God does not immediately turn 
things around to our advantage, we often wonder where God is and whether He saw 
our choice to obey His Word.  

I can guarantee you for sure and for certain that not one detail of your life has escaped 
His attention, and He is working behind the scenes of your life to create a masterpiece 
of His design! God will come through on your behalf when He verifies that there is no 
possible opportunity for you to exalt yourself again. That is God’s “proper time,” and at 
that time He will rejoice as He moves Heaven and Earth to your personal advantage.  



Day 23 
He’s Concerned about You 

After being instructed in what you are expected to do and what God will willingly and 
extravagantly do in response to your humility, comes one of the most beloved and 
comforting Scriptures from the entire Bible.  

Prepare to have your soul comforted with the peace that only the words and heart of 
Jesus can bring:  

Casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. — 1 Peter 5:7  

There . . . don’t you feel better already?! You can trust Him with your frustrations, your 
fears, and your worries, because He cares. We serve a God who is concerned about the 
lives of His beloved children.  

God cares about the details of your daily existence. He is not oblivious, nor is He 
ignoring you. He is tenderly involved and concerned about everything that concerns 
you.  

The singular reason He is able to carry all of your cares and anxieties is because He 
cares. We serve a God who cares. We pray to a God who cares. We worship a God who 
cares. We throw all of our pain and frustration on a God who cares.  

The Greek word “melei” is used to describe the One who was perfectly designed to 
catch and then carry your burdens. The idea that He cares for you is beautifully and 
expressively summed up in the Greek word, “melei”. This word holds a treasure of 
meanings as it attempts to describe the God who is concerned.  

“Melei” means that He is thoughtful, concerned, interested, caring, aware, and that He 
notices. This word implies that God, the Catcher of all of our troubles, gives meticulous 
attention to that which concerns us.  

One of the most despicable ploys that the enemy endeavors to employ when a child of 
God encounters the fiery furnace is that “old liar face” tries to convince God’s child that 
God no longer cares. The devil grins with hateful glee as he declares that God is 
uninterested in your human pain, that your problems are too stupid, too small, or too 
inconsequential to heave toward Jesus.  

Let’s clear this up once and for all of eternity: God cares about you.  

He cares about your problems, big and small. He is interested in the most minute 
details of your life. He can carry what burdens you. He is concerned about that which 
has concerned you.  

 



Day 24 
You’re Going on a Lion Hunt 

When you join a safari or a lion hunt, part of the training and preparation includes what 
to do in case of a lion attack. These same safari safety principles may aid the children of 
God when encountering a catlike enemy who falsely believes himself to be a lion. These 
three principles certainly present a wise and victorious strategy for anyone who comes 
in contact with the wildcat of the kingdom of darkness.  

1 – Never try to flee. Running away means certain death, and a lion is able to run much 
faster than a human being. When you encounter the devil, the one who should be doing 
the fleeing is actually the creature who is impersonating the lion. Your instructions for 
this safari known as “life” are to submit to God and resist the enemy. That is the tactic 
that the Bible offers when dealing with the fake feline.  

Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. — James 4:7  

2 – Be very brave. Look the lion straight in the eye. Often a lion will back down and walk 
away when he or she meets a more courageous species. Lions generally don’t know how 
to deal with those who stand up to them and stare them down.  

3 – However, if the first two strategies don’t work for you, be prepared for an attack. 
Raise your spear in the air so that when the lion rushes toward you, the attacking 
creature will land directly on your spear.  

Do you have an available spear? Is your spear sharpened and ready to kill an 
encroaching and aggressive lion? Your spear is the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God!  

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God. — Ephesians 6:17  

Remind yourself daily that Satan is not actually a roaring lion, but he merely has on a 
ridiculous and cheap Halloween costume. Underneath that preposterous getup, he is in 
reality a weak, whining, pip-squeak of a character with an overrated voice box.  

Not only does the courageous Peter portray Satan as a catlike creature creeping around, 
but his description also identifies him as an adversary.  

This word adversary is better defined as a prosecutor in a court of law who is known for 
bringing innocent victims to court, savagely arguing against them, bringing up untruths, 
and then sending the innocent persons to prison. This is an accurate picture of the 
schemes of the devil, who strikes like a cruel and manipulative lawyer, uses lies and half 
truths against the children of God, and then puts the victims in lifetime sentences of 
chains. John, in the Book of the Revelation, refers to Satan as “the accuser of the 
brethren.”  



Day 25 
Never Alone 

Knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren who 
are in the world.” — 1 Peter 5:9  

You are not the only Christian on the enemy’s radar screen, so do not get prideful and 
believe that this is all about you. The devil has never taken kindly to men and women of 
faith, and what he is actually attacking is faith in its purest form. The devil doesn’t 
actually care about you and your life, because what he wants to devour is your faith so 
that you are unable to walk in the power and authority that you were created to walk in.  

The devil wants to steal your joy, which is what enables you to be the strongest version 
of yourself. The devil wants to devour your peace, so that you will be unable to trust the 
Lord. The devil wants to abscond with your wisdom, so that you will act foolishly. To the 
enemy, you are simply an unknown, unnamed ends to a means.  

The devil’s chief goal in your life is to diminish the glory of God that is inside of you.  

In every century, during every epoch, the enemy has endeavored to intimidate the 
people of God. Ask Daniel what those hungry lions sounded like! Ask David about the 
colossal size of Goliath! Ask Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego about the searing 
temperatures of the fiery furnace! Ask Moses about the loneliness in the wilderness! 
Ask Jonah what the inside of a fish smells like! Ask Paul about the turbulence that 
occurred just before a violent shipwreck!  

And while you are at it, ask Corrie ten Boom about the cruelty in a concentration camp. 
Ask John and Betty Stam what it felt like to be beheaded in China. Ask Richard 
Wurmbrand what it was like to be tortured for Christ. Ask Jim Elliot what it felt like to be 
on the other end of a sword from an Auca Indian.  

Every hero and heroine of the faith who has met the enemy in the back alley of 
torturous circumstances will respond to our interrogation with determined truth and 
with power: “God was with me! He never left me alone! His joy surrounded me like a 
shield, and I found His presence to be more than enough!”  

After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal 
glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen and establish you. To Him be dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. — 1 Peter 5:10–11 

The trials and fires of life, whether set by circumstances or by people, will be used by 
God for extreme benefit and for blessing. God is able to take the life that has 
encountered trials, fires, and battles, and turn it into a life of pure-gold blessing and 
substance! 


